
Epilepsy Surgery candidate following 

MDT

Scottish Paediatric Epilepsy Network (SPEN)

Pathway 3: Continuing Epileptic Seizures 

(refer to link 1 - SIGN 159 guideline)

Fails to respond to 2 ASMs over ≥ 6 months

Ongoing review of diagnosis, investigations and treatments by a Paediatrician with Expertise in Epilepsy 

Discussion with / referral to Tertiary Specialist in Epilepsy (refer to link 2 - joint clinic guidance)

Re-classification of 

Epilepsy Confirm diagnosis of drug-resistant Epilepsy Non-Epileptic

Exit pathway and consider 

advice or follow-up as 

appropriate:

• Cardiology

• Neurology

• Medical Paediatrics

• Community Paediatrics

• Child & Family Mental Health

Potential Surgical or VNS candidate?

(refer to link 3)

Yes

Scottish Paediatric Epilepsy Surgery 

Service Pathway 

Yes

No

Further Treatment Plan 

(refer to link 1)

No

Anti-seizure 

medicines 

(ASMs)

Ketogenic 

Diet

Management of 

Co-morbidities

Follow-Up with a Paediatrician with Expertise in Epilepsy and epilesy specialist nurse +/- Tertiary Epilepsy input

VNS

YesNo

Follow up with 

Ketogenic 

Dietitian

Follow up with 

other 

professionals as 

required

Consider further investigations 

e.g. 

3T MRI, 

video telemetry, additional 

genetic testing

Transition to adult services - exit pathway and consider advice or follow-up as appropriate
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Unless this guidance document is being accessed from www.nn.nhs.scot/spah/ it may not be the current version

2. SPEN – joint clinic guidance2. SPEN – joint clinic guidance1. SIGN 159 guideline1. SIGN 159 guideline

3. SPESS – surgery pathway3. SPESS – surgery pathway

https://www.nn.nhs.scot/spen/professionals/spen-pathways-and-standards/
https://www.nn.nhs.scot/spen/professionals/spen-pathways-and-standards/
https://www.sign.ac.uk/media/1844/sign-159-epilepsy-in-children-final.pdf
https://www.sign.ac.uk/media/1844/sign-159-epilepsy-in-children-final.pdf
https://children.nhslothian.scot/departments-services/?_sft_category=epilepsy-surgery
https://children.nhslothian.scot/departments-services/?_sft_category=epilepsy-surgery
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